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appointments. "Almost everybody in the town felt the injustice of the
proceedings. These were the causes of our release. Under the circum-
stances it is difficult to over-estimate the importance and the utility of the
hartal. The driving force, which had brought about such union amongst
the people, is in my humble opinion not a little due to the hartal, which
was most willingly undertaken by the merchants and heartily appreciated
by the people in general. Arrangements were made to supply necessaries
to the poor and the needy by keeping a few of the shops open. At a large
meeting of the labourers in the factories, shops and railway goods-sheds,
help voluntarily offered to them by way of relief to the needy amongst
them was refused. They stated that they would most willingly suffer
for the sake of the cause rather than receive any help.
The above facts have, I hope, at least   disclosed  some  extenuating
circumstances. . . .
My general opposition to hartal without permission of the
Working Committee must still stand. That the hartal in Guntur
bore good fruit is creditable to Guntur and its workers. But the
very description given by Mr. Venkatappayya shows, that it is
attended with danger and requires skilful handling. My own ana-
lysis of the situation in Guntur is, that the arrests prior to the hartal
galvanized the Gunturians into activity. In so far as the hartal
overawed the Government into discharging the leaders, it was bad.
I would again suggest, that it was the renunciation of pleaders and
the threatened resignation of the clerks which brought about the
release. And if it was the hartal which determined the renuncia-
tion of the pleaders, it was decidedly good. What we need is greater
response to the concrete programme of non-co-operation, and if
we can get it by hartals, I for one would always advocate them*
Young India, 15-9-1921
46,   A PROTEST AGAINST BURNING
TO
THE EDITOR
TOUXG INJDIA
SIR,
Your idea that all foreign cloth collected on the 1st of August should
either be burnt or sent to Smyrna, with the support it found in the last
meeting of the All-India Congress Committee, has bewildered me; and
the issues it involves appear to me to be so far-reaching, that I have ven-
tured to write this letter. The first of August is come and gone, and that
which is destroyed can never be restored; but in our calmer moments we